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CHRISTIAN

by
Dr. Leman Strauss

There are three judgments which touch the
life of every child of God. They are associated
with the three tenses of time.
1. The Judgment as Sinners.
This first judgment is past. When a sinner
believes experientially in the atoning work of
Christ for his sins, he will never be brought to
judgment as a sinner. The Lord Jesus said that
"he shall not come into condemnation
(judgment); but is passed from death unto life"
(John 5: 24). The Apostle adds, "There is
therefore now no condemnation (judgment) to
them which are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1).
Our Lord died for all of our sins, including
those we have not yet commitfed, for "the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin" (I John 1 : 7).
Consider what God has done with the
believers sins - "As far as the east is from the
west, so far hath He removed our transgressions
from us" (Psalm 103: 12). "Thou has cast all my
sins behind thy back" (Isaiah 38:17). "I have
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions ... " (Isaiah 44:22). "I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more"
(Jeremiah 31 :34 cf. Hebrews 4:12). Divine
forgiveness is so full and free and final that God
can find nothing in the redeemed sinner for
which to condemn him.
2. The Judgment as Sons.
This second judgment is present. As children
of God we are subject to the discipline of our
heavenly Father. The Scriptures are clear on this

point. "For whom the Lord loveth He
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth
with you as with sons; for what son is he whom
the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then
are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we
have had fathers of our flesh which corrected
us, and we gave them reverence; shall we not
much rather be in subjection unto the Father of
spirits, and live?" (Hebrews 12:6-9).
Our earthly parents chasten us as seems
proper to their imperfect judgment, but our
heavenly Father disciplines us with perfect
wisdom and love. There is a present judgment
upon disobedient Christians, a disciplinary
chastening of God for our good. If we will not
confess and forsake our sins, God might extend
His chastening to sickness, weakness and even
death (I Corinthians 11 :30; I John 5:16).
3. The Judgment as Servants.
This third judgment is future. It is the
judgment that will take place at the Judgment
Seat of Christ. There are rewards to be given to,
or withheld from, Christians on the basis of
faithfulness or unfaithfulness. Our Lord's last
reference to His coming again is related to that
future judgment (Revelation 22: 12). We must
strive to be faithful so that we receive "a full
reward" (II John 8).
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Make Love Your Aim
Make love your aim, and love will grow,
Forthun the Lord has willed it so.
And love will drain the bitter cup.
He tells us love is not puffed up.
Love comes to bless and not disrupt,
For love keeps on the go.
Make love your aim, and you will find
That hate and greed are left behind.
And love's not easily provoked,
For with forgiveness it is yoked,
That love in tenderness hath stroked
A troubled heart and worried mind.
Make love your aim, and love will be
The thing that molds life solidly.
We're told that love seeks not her ownBut thrives and grows where e'er tis sown,
And is not lightly tossed or thrown,
But makes life good to see.
Make love your aim, and love will lead
Away from sin in word and deed.
For love is gentle, love has power
To change the darkest, longest hour,
Bring to this world the needed shower
Of peace, for this we plead.
by
Glenn E. Wagoner

-

Where there is love, there
must be faith;
And where there is faith,
there is peace, indeed.
Where there is peace, there
must be God;
And where there is God,
there is no need.
Author Unknown

LOVE ...
Herein is love; 'twas not that we
Loved God, but 'twas even He
Who loved us so He gave His Son
To die for us, the Holy One.
The Christ of God, as from above
Gave life in death ...
Herein is LOVE! ! !
Author Unknown
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A Time To Love
A Time To Hate
by
Mark J. Highman

In Ecclesiastes 3: 8 we read: "A time to Jove,
and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of
peace." God says there is a time and place for
everything, and even considering love and hate
there is a time and place. Since this is the
Valentine season you are going to hear a lot
about love, see drawings of little cupids, hearts,
and the like, but you won't hear too much about
hate. In considering what we should love many
times we often forget what we should not love,
and God does lay down certain principles in His
word that specifically tell us what we should not
love.
In I John 2:15 God says, "Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is not
in him." God is speaking to Christians through
the apostle John, and He warns: DO NOT LOVE
THE WORLD OR ANY PART OF THAT WHICH IT
PARTAKES OF.
James 4: 4 continues along the same thought
by saying, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses,
know ye not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? Whosoever, therefore, will be
a friend of the world is the enemy of God."
Notice the word enemy. In the original it is the
word echthros which is also translated
adversary or foe. This same Greek word is found
to describe Satan in Matthew 13:25-30, 36-39,
and the same word that is used in I Corinthians
15: 25-26 where it tells us that the last enemy to
be destroyed is death. Death is the enemy in
this verse.
God says that if you love the world - if you are
a friend, or are partaking of those things that are
worldly - then you are an enemy of God. God
even goes as far as to call those who are friends
of the world adulterers and adulteresses. Why?
Because they run out and have love relations

with another (Satan) outside of God. We are the
bride, Christ is the bridegroom (cf. Eph. 5:22-25
and Rev. 22: 17).
God says in I Corinthians 5: 9-13 that we as
believers are in this world but not of it, and he
says in John 15:18-19: "If the world hate you,
ye know that it hated me before it hated you."
Why? "If ye were of the world, the world would
Jove its own; but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you."
What does partaking of the world mean? What
is worldliness? Galatians 5: 16 says, "This I say
then, walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the
lusts of the flesh." The lust of the flesh is
worldliness. It consists of such things as
fornication, putting something above God, lack
of love for people, no hatred for sin, strife,
jealousy, envyings, drunkenness, revelings, and
anything that God Himself would not do. God
goes on later to say, "Abstain from ALL appearance of evil. And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly ... " (I Thess. 5:22-23a).
The remedy for living in unity with God is to
walk in the Spirit. "But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness,
faith,
meekness,
self-control;
against such there is no law," (Galatians
6: 22-23). Don't walk in the way of the world, but
in the footsteps of Jesus!

- -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - PAGE THREE--

(

(

Daily Walk
Through God's Word
Interview by C,
February
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Living in the small town of South Hope,
Maine all his life, Mr. Peary Merrifield is a
wonderful example of a Senior Servant. Mr.
Merrifield did not find Christ as his personal
Saviour until fairly late in life. In fact, his whole
family of six children had married, and he had
eight grandchildren, before accepting Christ at
the age of sixty-four.
Mr. Merrifield's entire life has been centered
around his occupation as a farmer. He loves to
tell stories of his young days on the -farm;
stories enjoyed by everyone from children to
grandparents. Since his marriage, forty-eight
years ago, he and his wife, Glenys, have lived
and worked on the same farm. After accepting
Christ, their farm began playing an important
role in his ministry, both to the church and the
community.
A true Senior Servant, Mr. Merrifield spends
much of his time helping Christian brothers and
sisters who are in need. If a member of his
church should be ill, financially burdened, or
merely discouraged, it would not be unusual to
find eggs from Mr. Merrifield's chickens,
vegetables from his garden, or a pie from his
wife on their front doorstep. He truly considers
all Christians to be a part of his family!
Mr. Merrifield serves the Lord actively in his
local church. At present he holds the office of
Assistant Treasurer. His wife also serves in the
church. She teaches a Sunday School class of
wiggly four and five year olds - and loves it!
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Both enjoy serving the Lord on various
committees. Mr. Merrifield says he especially
likes working on ones that plan the food; that
way he's sure there will be enough!
Two areas Mr. Merrifield strongly supports
are the areas of missions and Christian
education. He sees the support of missionary
work to be a vital part of the church ministry and
he believes the church, and the individual, are
responsible to support the work of missions to
the utmost of their ability. He believes when the
church or individual shows willingness to
sacrifice for missions, God receives glory by the
furthering of the gospel.
Another thing Mr. Merrifield feels strongly
about is Christian education. He prays that
someday Christian education will be available to
all children of Christian homes - regardless of
their financial circumstances. As testimony to
this, he makes sure his grandchildren are able to
attend the Christian day school supported by
his church. He also influenced the church's
decision to add a high school this past year. His
encouragement is greatly appreciated by all from administrators down to the youngest
student.
Not only a popular and generous man, Mr.
Merrifield is a true example of what a person can
do when he gives his life over to his Lord! He is
a man who has dedicated his life to glorifying
God in all that he does!

Joseph Scriven was born in Europe in 1820
and graduated from college in Dublin, Ireland
before moving to Ontario. He was known to
almost everyone in his town as a friend to the
poor. Even though he had far-reaching
capabilities, he was always willing to do
anything for a family or individual who was in
need - unable to pay for the required assistance.
Joseph never forgot his family, though he was
separated from them by so many miles. In a
letter to his mother, he wrote a poem that
related to the friend he had above al I others:
What a friend we have in Jesus;
All our sins and griefs to bear;
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer.

Scriven's life was filled with disappointments .
The most notable came the day before his
planned wedding, when his fiancee drowned.
Such circumstances can easily lead to
depression, but, because of his relationship
with Jesus Christ, Scriven was able to say,
Can we find a friend so faithful,
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Thought for the month! God does not love you
because you are important; you are important
because God loves you.
- --
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A LOOK AT
THE BOOK

by Dr. James T. Jeremiah

In these few minutes, let us think about the
Bible. What kind of a book is it? Does it have a
message for today? Someone said the Bible
claims to be, seems to be, and proves to be the
Word of God.
"For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. 1 : 21 ).
"For this cause also thank God without
ceasing, because, when ye received the word of
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of
God, which effectually worketh also in you that
believe" (I Thess. 2:13).
Gregory the Great said of the Bible: "It is a
stream where alike the elephant may swim and
the lamb may wade." And here is what Locke
had to say about th is book: "It has God for its
author, salvation for its end, and truth without
any mixture of error for its matter: it is all pure,
all sincere, nothing too much, nothing
wanting."
This book gives assurance of strength for the
weak, guidance for the perplexed, hope for the
hopeless and forgiveness for the sinner through
the Cross of Christ. Here is to be found real
comfort for the troubled, the weary, the
bereaved, the disappointed and the discouraged. Here we hear the Good Shepherd say, "Let
not your heart be troubled." "For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope"
(Rom. 15:4).
Is there evidence to prove to us that the Bible
is really God's Word? It has been suggested that
the Bible is a literary miracle-a miracle the
likes of which exists no place else on the face of
the earth. No editors planned it, and yet there
are sixty-six books written in over sixty
generations and in three languages. It was
written in palaces and prisons. It was written in
five countries: Babylon, Rome, Asia Minor,
Greece and Arabia, Its theme includes biography, theology, philosophy, poetry, prophesy,
geneaology, ethnology, romance, adventure and
travel. Yet with all this diversity, Almighty God
brought it together just as when He stooped
down and took some soil and formed it into man
and breathed into Adam's nostrils the breath of
--PAGE SIX

life, and man became a living soul. This Book,
although it was gathered like the grains of dust
from the earth out of which man was made, is a
God-breathed Bible, and it is alive.
"Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by taking heed thereto according to thy
word ... Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against thee" (Psa. 119:9,11).
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust"
(2 Pet. 1 : 4).
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word
is truth" (John 17:17). "These things have I
written unto you ... that ye may know ye have
eternal life" (I John 5: 13). The truth of the
Scripture is not only seen by what it claims to be
and by its preservation, what it proves to be, but
also by its power, what it demonstrates itself to
be.
Take time to take a look in the Book of God. It
wi 11 tel I you who and what you are and where
you are going. It will lead you to the Saviour and
then give you assurance of heaven as your
home.

Let's Chatter

About a Matter

editorial by Cathi Finnemore

The staff of LIVING SPRINGS looks forward
to hearing from our readers and subscribers.
Each of us is greatly encouraged by your
positive comments and helpful suggestions; we
want to know how the Lord is blessing you
through this inspirational paper.
Recently another staff member and I took the
opportunity to visit with one of our readers. My
thanks go out to Sara Sprigg of Jamestown,
Ohio for allowing us to share parts of our
conversation.
Sara told us she reads LIVING SPRINGS
regularly and enjoys the paper very much. When
asked if she had a favorite section, she thought
awhile and then decided she has no special
favorite - she likes to read them all! Since
LIVING SPRINGS is designed to be an
inspirational paper, I found Sara's reasons for
reading the paper both a blessing and a
challenge. She considers every article to be
helpful. In Sara's own words, "I learn something
from each one because there is something good
in each one!"
While it is impossible to talk with all our
readers as we did with Sara Sprigg, the LIVING
SPRINGS staff appreciates hearing from each
one of you through your letters. Remember:
this is your chance to have a voice in your paper!

Q_uizzle

by
Gary Welton

All the words of John 3:16 are contained in
the word jungle. The hidden words may be
found vertically, horizontally, backwards, or
diagonally .

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life"
(John 3:16).

Looking At
God's Creation
by
LoAnna Hamilton
Snow is something that is
familiar to most of us. Most
people see it only in the winter
time,
especially
during
the
months of January and February.
Do you know where snow comes from? It is
found in the atmosphere when little droplets of
water evaporate and then freeze into ice
crystals. At this stage they are called snow
crystals. These snow crystals then begin to fall;
they may fall separately or in groups. When
snow crystals fall in groups they are called
snowflakes. Each of these snow crystals or
snowflakes has its own individual shape;
however, when they reach the ground they lose
their original shape. As they lie on the ground
the pressure and the warmth causes them to
become more rounded.
The believer's life can be likened to a snowflake. A snowflake does not just appear; it has
to be formed. So it is with people - God has to
form us. After a snow crystal is formed, it may
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join with other snow crystals and
become a snowflake. Sometime
after a person is born he may join
with Christ and become a child of
God . Then, just as a snowflake's
shape is changed and becomes
more rounded, so Christ takes the
Child of God and changes him
into the person He wants him to
be. In Ephesians 4: 22-25 Paul
says: That ye put off concerning
the former manner of life the old
man . . . and be renewed in the
spirit of your mind; and that ye
put on the new man, which after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness." When a
believer allows himself to be shaped by God,
then God can use him to do the work He has
planned for him. The believer no longer has his
original "shape" and does the things he wants
to do but becomes conformed to the image of
Christ. Are you being shaped into the
"snowflake" God wants you to be?
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life.
John 4: 14
"Living Springs" is a monthly publication for
senior citizens, published by Christian Educational Publications in association with the
Christian Service Department of Cedarville
College. For subscription or other information
write: Living Springs, Christian Educational
Publications, Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314.
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